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Hugo Jan Trago, CEO,
Ramat Hanadiv
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Arieh Sharon, Head of
Alona Regional Council

Dear Members,

The list of community projects that appear in this booklet makes us all proud. It reminds
us of the diverse nature of our region, and introduces us to the qualities of the people
who live in our midst. People with profound social and environmental awareness, who are
prepared to dedicate their time, to volunteer, and to work not only for their own home,
but for the benefit of us all and to ensure that we live in harmony in our surroundings.

This year, we were given the opportunity to play an active role in an innovative regional
initiative — The Partnership for Regional Sustainability which connects communities that
share the resources of the area that surrounds Bikat Hanadiv. We believe, that together we
can join forces to continually strive toward improving our quality of life and wellbeing.

The unique characteristics of the region, its landscape and demographics, continuously
attract new residents, who choose to live in an optimal environment for themselves and
their children. Together, we must work toward preserving these characteristics, with
careful regard to the needs of the residents and the region and take into consideration all
the elements that make up the environmental-communal tapestry.

You, as active members who are engaged in this important activity, forge the way for
us and prove that sometimes big things are created in small places, and that what is
important is that there are people with vision and inspiration, who will push these
initiatives forward and help them to grow. We congratulate you on your continued
successful activity.
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Murad Ammash, Mayor,
Jisr al-Zarga Local Council
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Carmel Sela, Head of Hof
Hacarmel Regional Council
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Pinkie Zuaretz, Mayor,
Binyamina-Givat Ada

Local Council
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Eli Abutbul, Mayor, Zikhron
Ya'akov Local Council




2015 was an important turning point in the perception of the
relationship between community and the environment, in the area
surrounding Bikat Hanadiv. The neighboring communities joined forces
to create both a better present and a better future in our region and
established The Partnership for Regional Sustainability. This unites six
communities that are working to ensure its success: Ramat Hanadiv, the
local councils of Zikhron Ya'akov, Binyamina-Givat Ada, and Jisr al-Zarga
as well as the regional councils of Alona and Hof Hacarmel.

The goal of The Partnership is to encourage regional collaboration and
activity based principles of sustainability in order to improve the welfare
of the residents as well as the state of the environment in the region. In
order to achieve this goal, a broad regional outlook rather than a local-
municipality based outlook must be adopted.

A strong emphasis is placed on the dialogue with interested parties, in
an effort to create the desired future for the region. Initiating various
projects and encouraging local involvement are the necessary tools to
practically promote activity for the sustainability in the region.

The community projects are “pioneers in their field" The project leaders
and the active members serve as important components in building the
regional partnership and laying the foundation for the involvement and
concern of the residents.

I hope that this important activity will continue to thrive and will
encourage more and more partners to join in our efforts.

Naomi Apel

Director, The Partnership for Regional Sustainability
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We are proud to present this booklet outlining the activities that comprise
the community projects of The Partnership for Regional Sustainability.

A year ago, we invited neighboring communities to submit proposals for
environmental-community projects. We received dozens of proposals that
presented innovative and creative ideas. Preference was given to projects
that promised to adhere to to values of sustainability, environmental and
social justice, collaboration between organizations and sectors, connecting

communities, and integrating new populations into the environmental field.

Ramat Hanadiv has committed to support the chosen projects financially
and professionally. The meetings offered opportunities for joint study,
consultation, and support while interesting connections were forged
between the communities.

This booklet presents the fifteen projects that were engaged in ongoing
planning and activity throughout the year and a process that was both
impressive and meaningful.

I hope that this booklet will serve as an inspiration for additional
entrepreneurs with new ideas, who will join us in the coming year.

Tamar Arbel-Elisha

Head of the Community Department, Ramat Hanadiv

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,
committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it's the
only thing that ever has.” (Margaret Mead)
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Grow Wild!
Binyamina-Givat Ada
Residents of Binyamina-Givat Ada
adopt sections of the streets bordering
their homes and sow wildflowers there,
in keeping with the principles of

sustainable garden.

The project’s idea is simple.
We were amazed by the

willingness of the residents to
adopt this subject.
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Where Are the Crocodiles?
Binyamina

A group of environmental activists from
Binyamina are helping advance the
rehabilitation of the Taninim (Crocodiles)
Stream. This project includes experiential
activity days and the construction of a
bench alongside the stream, in cooperation

with the Carmel Drainage Authority.
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The 'Edible Forest'
Binyamina

Strips of land next to the railroad
embankments are being transformed into

an ecological community garden for the

09
It was surprising to see
how the interests of the
community, the train, and the
council can come together as
part of this project. The added
value here is the learning
process and the possibility of

pleasure of residents.
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passing on the knowledge.
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Heritage Trees
Givat Ada

Using an online system, the most venerable
trees in Givat Ada are being mapped, with
annotations based on historic archives

providing additional details about each tree.

Who would have believed that
there would be a connection

between a Smartphone and
ancient trees? It excites me
to see how the community
attributes importance to the
subject and the innovative
activity that the project offers.
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A new community garden takes shape and
colour in an underdeveloped neighborhood

of Givat Ada.

Created here, was an amazing
tapestry of collaboration
between the residents, the
council, and KKL....exciting!
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Community Fly
Binyamina-Givat Ada,
Zikhron Ya'akov

The Mediterranean fruit fly causes severe
damage to fruits. In this collaborative
effort, educational hands-on activities for
kindergarten children help raise awareness

of this locally important subject.

It is exciting to see the
endeavors of all of the
involved partners who have
adopted the idea.
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Boostaninim

Amikam

An orchard is being planted in the backyard
of the village’s primary school, alongside a
tributary of Nahal Taninim.

The connection

between the community and
the region.
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Between the Field and the
Plate... Zikhron Ya'akov

This project for kindergarten and primary
school children, located in the agricultural
farm in Zikhron Ya'akov, graphically
demonstrates the links between people ‘and
their food while deepening the children’s
understanding of healthy eating.

Eating what we grow, that to
me- is sustainability. Thisis an
opportunity for us to gather

people around a common
value that interests us all -
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Like the Flower of the Field
Zikhron Ya'akov

Ultra-Orthodox Women are learning how
to create and nurture a community garden,
featuring both edibles and ornamentals, in

their neighborhood.

We understood that this is not

just about gardening, but also
about incorporating values.
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Nir Garden
Zikhron Ya'akov

Development of the public space

between a kindergarten and the Nili School
will bring the spirit of Mediterranean
landscapes and the 'edible forest' to
Zikhron Ya'akov.

The wonderful people
around us, that encourage

us, and the obstacles become
less intimidating.
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Women Photographers Jisr
al-Zarqa

Taking photographs of their homes'
surroundings, women from the village of
Jisr al-Zarga develop their observational
skills and awareness of the environment as

they create a photo archive and organize an

09
Women walk around the
neighborhoods holding a
camera. We have yet to see

such a thing around here.

outdoor exhibition.

-~

Ll yga =l

=9y s

O e ()300) s8] juuz &8 sl
JAWI 30355 )30 iyl elisi] S
Gl elgall & voymo doldlg diull eolls
Ayl <ol §

-~

N\ J

N

09
509 loVl § el S35
lio Jio OlyolS Hlas
oo bae BB oo o) 4oVl
-Jed

112'20 NINYXN 0wl
fP1TIN 1ONA

TIX TIIN7XN X71T7X 10’21 1000 MY]
, 017X 1R TINYT )MAN 11110
111107 MYTINM MINANAN N1nn
.NDiT 12003 TYIN T1I21YTT 71X

J

)

TI111OW1 1111171100 0wl
JIN7X¥NA N7'7TNN 11w
X1 X7 TV 11 AT
A1M7XN

L
®
{
([ ]
[ ]
([ ]
e [ ]
([ ] [ BN
° [ ]
{
([ ]
[ ]
([ ]
[ ]
®
[ ]
[ ]
([ ]
[ ]
([ ]
° 36



Peace Garden

Jisr al-Zarqga

With an eye towards the 'edible forest,
village youngsters develop and maintain a

special plot in Jisr al-Zarga's Peace Garden.

| feel that what we are doing
here is a mission!
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KinderGARDEN
Jisr al-Zarqga

Together, kindergarten tots and their

parents plant and care for a small,

ecologically-sound community garden.

(

09
Creating a small garden for
children-that is the dream!
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The Nurturing Garden
at the Well-Baby Clinic

Jisr al-Zarga

In a new community garden in the

courtyard of the well-baby clinic, next to
the school for special-needs children, the
children themselves are responsible for

building and maintaining the garden.

4 ﬂ 2\
| learned that we must
never assume that things are
impossible. We must always try.
| saw that people are thirsty
for change, but there wasn’t
anyone to lead them.
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The Happy Herb
Ma'agan Michael

An attractive herb nursery, located in the
deserted Roman quarry on the grounds of
Kibbutz Ma'agan Michael, is geared towards
educating the public about sustainability,

healthy foods and organic horticulture.
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When | see teenagers
working together in the
sweltering heat, | feel that
Zionism is alive.
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