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When [ think back fifty years ago when

I first began my efforts, ang
as it was then — covered
filled with thorns; ang
by theijr labours —
dreammg n

I'recall the land
With stones anq

its people — Wearied
it appears to me that [ am

From a speech by Baron
inTel Aviv, 1925

Edmond de Rothschild
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The Baron's innovative agriculturalenterprises - wine, tobacco, citrus, bananas
and perfume - document the extent of his activiies, which changed the face
ofthe land. He encouraged citrus growing and introduced variety of species.
The House of Rothschild in France owned extensive vineyards and wineries, and
the Baron envisaged a wine industry in the Land of Isael that could compete in
vorld markets. Thus were launched the wineries n ishon Lezion and Zichron
Ya'akov.Afactory for producing wine bottles was established on the beach at
Tantura, asilk factory was buitin Rosh Pina and a tobacco processing facilty in

Metlla while the farmers of Binyamina and Yesod Hamaale looked forward to

creating elegant perfumes from their Jjasmine blossoms,

Though the perfume and tobacco industries did not succeed, the citrus groves,
vineyards and wineries flourished, becoming an integral part of the local
landscape. The Baron and his son James also developed infrastructure and
tandmark industrial plants, among them the flour mils in Haifa, the potash
factory atthe Dead Sea, and the electric power sation at Naharayim.
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Community, Religion: Education and Health

‘What would be {he character of the new Jewish society that was
emerging in the Land of |srael? Baron Edmond de Rothschild
carried on the family tradition of supporting charit welfare
institutions among the Jewish communities of Eastern Europe:
putatthe same time he pelieved it was necessary o establish

ive society in the Land of \srael, resting upon

amodern, product
foundations of Jewish and universal culture- Inall the settlements

ed, he established the infrastructure for communal
1o other \ocal residents: both
dwork for educational
guage alongside

facilities a
puilt modern clinics and

French. He prought d who
hospitals, and helped i the fightto eliminate mmalaria and other
diseases caused by the poor living conditions: He also supported

the estab\ishmen( of cultural facilities and synagogues o serve as

centres for communal life.
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The Baron Changes the Landscape

The Baron's enterprise, reflecting both his nationalist intentions for

the Jewish people and his European cultural heritage, was carried
out in the towns and villages which he established and supported-
A man of diverse interests, he considered the study of the pasta

¢ritical element in the link between the Jewish people and its land,
and he dreamed of creating a museum of Jewish antiquities. From
1913-14, he initiated the first excavations by Jewish archaeologists
in the City of David, the ancient birthplace of Jerusalem.

Agricul(ura\ and industrial development, research into and
acquisition of land, and architecture and construction were atthe
centre of the Baron's activities. They were implemented inthe
settlement, agricultura\ and industrial projects supevvised by the
Jewish Colonisation Association (JCA), which managed the Baron's
workin the land of \srael from the year 1900, and by PICA (Palestine

Jewish Colonisation Association), created in 1924
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L Our Founder, Baron £dmond de Rothschild,
and later the palestine Jewish Colonization
Association which he established, have
pehind them a long history of positive
accomp\'\shment in the development of the

industry and social jnstitutions
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Report from PICAto the United Nations: 30 June 1947, PICA
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