Balfour in the Gardens

This year marks the centenary of the Balfour Declaration
The Declaration was the first official expression of support

the British government for a national home for the Jewish
people in Palestine. It was included in the text of a letter sent on
2 November 1917, from British Foreign Secretary Arthur James
Balfour to Lord Rothschild. Its text was later incorporated into
the British Mandate from the League of Nations and avital
step in the creation of the State of Israel

d Hanadiv, representing a number of Rothschild family
philanthropic tru: vely continues a tradition of supporting
the fulfilment of the aspirations of the Balfour Declaration by
finding innovative ways to meet the needs of Israeli society.
In doing so it carries on a legacy of support begun by Baron

ond de Roth n th nd half of the 19th century.

e projects supported by Yad Hanadiv s the Ramat Hanadiv

1 and nature park. Ramat plays a

in the management of natural and cultural resources based
e interactions between man, nature and the

Rothschild and the resting place of the Baron and Baron:

Intriguingly, many of the individuals who played a role in bringing

about the Balfour Declaration had an interest in the natural world,

be it botany, / or agriculture. We have therefore chosen

to mark the centennial of the D ion, and the continuing
mmitment of t! hild family to stu

their connections to the natural world.
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The Balfour Declaration commemorated on a postcard, Ben Dov

Publishers, Jerusalem, 1918
From the Gershon Gera Postcard Collection, Bitmuna
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Balfour in the Gardens

100 Years of the
Balfour Declaration
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The Aut|

Arthur James Balfour (1930-1848), a politician and philosopher,
served as British Prime Minister from 1902 to 1905 and as
Foreign Secretary during the First World War

After meeting Chaim Weizmann, Balfour became an early
supporter of the Zionist cause. He worked to obtain a majority for

ation in the government cabinet, was involved in the
debates over its early formulations, and signed the final version

ntinued to be an outspoken advocate of the Zio
project throughout his life and said that looking back on his
achievements, the Declaration was the one that gave him
most pride.

‘Among the ways Balfour's contribution to the establishment
of the Jewish state was recognized was in the planting of the
Balfour Forest, with over 50,000 trees named in his honour.
In a message read out at the planting of the first tree, Balfour
stated: ‘Afforestation is naturally a slow process, but an important
one. Although | cannot hope to live to see the results, | am
confident of the immense benefit to the future of the country
this afforestation programme will bring.'
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...He [Balfour] worked
to obtain a majority for
the Declaration in the
government cabinet, was
involved in the debates over
its early formulations, and
signed the final version...
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The Consummate Diplomat

As a Professor of biochemistry at Manchester University,
Weizmann spent his free hours establishing the ‘Manchester

onism’. But in fact, it s scientific research that
gained him entry into the

his scientific ski leizmann disco
ngredient in military e;
plants, especially horse chestnuts. This discovery was of great
importance to the British military effort in the First World War,
and in autumn 1917, as the Balfour Declaration being
ed, thousands of British schoolchildren went into the
llect the ‘conkers’ whi
ann's process

President of the State of
ud to host guests in their
profusion of flov
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It was [Weizmann's]

scientific research that
gained him entry into the
corridors of power
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A Vital Link

Dorothy (Dolly) Mathilde de Rothschild (1988-1895), wife of

mes Armand de Rothschild, and daughter-in-law of Baron
Edmond de Rothschild, played an important role in the campaign
for the adoption of the Balfour Declaration.

Dorothy learned about Zionism first hand from Baron Edmond
de Rothschild. While still a teenager, she became We
intermediary, arranging meetings and important contacts for
him and other Zionist leaders to press the case for a Jewish
homeland in Palestine,

After the birth of the State, Dorothy continued her family's
philanthropic tradition of support for Israeli society through
ion. During Dorothy’s tenure, Ramat
Hanadiv was established as a living memorial to Baron Edmond
de Rothschild. She closely involved in its desig d was a
moving force behind a number of creative revisions and additions
over the years. Among her initiatives was the Fragrance Garden,
established for the benefit of ally impaired visitors.
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...While still a teenager,
[Dorothy] became
Weizmann’s intermediary,
arranging meetings and
important contacts for him
and other Zionist leaders...
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Visionary Philanthropist

Baron Edmond de Rothschild (1934-1845) was a major figure
in supporting the establishment of many of the early agricultural
communities in the Land of Israel. On one visit he urged the
pioneers: ‘...Keep working; progress and develop using your
own resources... and then you will do well.”

While Chaim Weizmann and other campaigners were making
the political case in London for the establishment of a Jewish
homeland, the efforts of the early pioneers demonstrated that
this dream could become a reality.

In addition to supporting agricultural enterprises, the Baron
left his indelible mark on the health, educational, and religious.
sectors of the Yishuy, and on its early industrial development,
establishing the first wineries and power plants in his effort to
assist the Jewish community towards independence.

Baron Edmond de Rothschild's remains and those of his wife
Adelheid were brought from France and laid to rest here, at
Ramat Hanadiv — a beautiful plateau, known as Umm el-Alek.
It is scenically located among the settlements that the Baron
helped found, including Zikhron Yaakov, named after his
father Jacob.
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‘Keep working;
progress and develop
using your own
resources... and then

you will do well’
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Campaigner in the Cabine

Herbert Samuel (1963-1870) was the first practising Jew to sery
as a Cabinet Minister. He w supporter of

His memorandum, entitled ‘The Future of Palestine’, played a
crucial role in ding the British V binet to support
the Balfour Declaration. In 1920 Samuel was appointed as High
Commissioner of P:

sel had a strong historic sense of the connectior n
\ the field of agriculture
onin 1925 to
defend the idea of a Je\
him, saying that Jev
e land. Samuel responded that ‘the J
ate bac]
hen agriculture
Palestine and

$)ljgll @dlhll (na pigrgaa

19 wwaio Jauil sl Joul s304ll Gl (1FIAV.) Jigun Cipym
i s Avigrguall lacls g8 Jugaun il (syljgll pslhll ns
@alhall glial b pud 3l gl 9B, " Grhnls Jiblus” Olgiss 6830
Ugaio dugaua Gue 19T, din jgaly seg @es (nd guilbupll Gupall

Othuls 8 Lol

algs anlal 84 e gals 1970 ple ua wilsiidll aial elof Jio Losic
ol dyai Guigigaall Gueiilhll sal o4 @l ail dlesll ale 35, d1sags
Cilial 63ias Bilyse Guc dli soogull camiall ialgay dsclj dsyen
930l dpaibial )8y dchl azs s 3l Goill Gl Juad Gaiol]

Othuula (18 53944l

DI"'1i71 "11"'Y

W WIWY UK I A (1963-1870) 7XIND DI
AT 2N KT TN 3071 T T 7KIN0 DM D71
D17 VIDWI VDN 77WN Y, NITMe7a 7w ATy’ Dwa
710D NN 1920 WA 1971 TNANTI TIRNY DI ARN700

AITIWTD 7Y VU 1N TanT

TPVA 7Y YKIND 137 1925 WA DTN TTV1 1193 IYina
11071 DTITX DYI7N7 T R7Y VD7 N3N arTnn
MDD 1NY XY T DUNY S7RIND TR0 VT IR
DY 0UINT7 TV DWIN DI TTIXA T PTINL 00 I7y

"..ITY701 T 0170 7w 100 131V A MR7i7na0

QY

an%1 Jnin a'a ININO
1"3TN 12N NI NIrYa
,"N1I'NYID YU TNV’ nwa
VI1dDW2A VDN Ypwn alray
N7 'vran annyna v1ap
192 nnxaa

Samuel's memorandum,
entitled ‘The Future
of Palestine’, played a
crucial role in persuading
the British War Cabinet
to support the Balfour
Declaration.
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The Addressee

The document that came to be known as the Balfour Declaration
was addressed to Lionel Walter Rothschild (1937-1868)
and delivered by hand on 2 November 1917 to his London home.

Lord Rothschild served as a Conservative Party member of
the House of Commons and on the boards of various Jewish
communal institutions. He was chosen as the addressee because
of his role as a leader in the British Jewish community and an
active campaigner for the Zionist movement.

Rothschild's attachment to Zionism was heartfelt and of great
value to the movement; but his greatest passion was reflected
in his lifelong commitment to the Natural Sciences. From an
early age he dreamt of building a zoological museum to display
his collection of insects, butterflies and other creatures. Indeed,
he assembled the largest zoological collection ever amassed by
a private individual. He gave his name to a species of giraffe,
153 insects, 58 birds, three fish, three spiders, two reptiles,
one millipede and one species of worm. His dream came true
when in 1892 his Zoological Museum opened to the public.

Rothschild worked closely with Chaim Weizmann to advance
the Zionist cause and on occasion, his own zoological interests.
In one of their meetings, Rothschild reportedly requested that
Weizmann check on the whereabouts of two ostriches he had
sent to Palestine - a task the latter dutifully fulfilled.
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Fig. 4 NECROPSITTACUS BORBONICUS
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Rothschild's attachment to
Zionism was heartfelt and of
true value to the movement;

but his greatest passion
was reflected in his lifelong
commitment to
the Natural Sciences
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The Committed Prime Minister

s British Prime Minister at the time the Balfour Declaration v
formally adopted, David Lloyd Geor 45-1863) played an
important role not only in adopting the Declaration, but also in
ensuring that it gained international support. While subsequent
British governments and civil servants backpedalled on the spirit
of the Balfour Declaration, David Lloyd remained firmly
committed to upholding its principl

Lloyd George first met Chaim Weizmann in December 1914.
During the War, Lloyd George served as Minister of Munitions.
Weizmann became his scientific adviser, making a considerable
contribution to the war effort

Lloyd George's support for the Zionist cau:

upbringing and his love of the land. He was raised on a Welsh
farm, married a farmer's daughter and had a d love of
agriculture. He once described his meeting with Zionist leader
David Ben-Gurion i farming terms: ‘| liked him. He's a man of
the soil - just like one of our own Welsh shepherds
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Lloyd George played
an important role not
only in adopting the
Declaration, but also in
ensuring that it gained
international support.
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