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Abstract

A. Research Objectives

Creating a knowledge base regarding the spatio-temporal visit patterns in Ramat Hanadiv in order
to produce managerial insights and operative conclusions. For this purpose, the variance in activity
by personal, spatial and temporal characteristics was inspected.

B. Research Method

Sampling visit patterns using GPS loggers that were distributed to participants upon entering
Ramat Hanadiv. In addition, data about the visitors was collected using questionnaires. In some of
the sampling days the SensoMeter research tool was also used — a tool which allows, via a
smartphone application, to present the participants with location-based questionnaires during their
visit. Doing so promotes the measurement of momentary experiences, rather than overall
satisfaction.

C. Sampling Period
January-June 2016, weekdays and weekends, staring at 8:00am and continuing until the Ramat
Hanadiv closing hours.

D. Data

407 visitors participated in the research, most of which were sampled at the main entrance (271)
and the minority at the Hashita St. in Zichron Yaacov (76) and Ort Binyamina (59) secondary
entrances. The questionnaire and spatial data was valid for 343 of these participants. The average
visitor presented above-average education and income levels, had some level of familiarity with
Ramat Hanadiv and the purpose of his/her visit was touring the area by foot.

E. Primary Findings

1. Three different visitor populations, which differentiate along the dimensions of distance of
residence, visit frequency, and to a lesser extent — the purpose of visit, exist in Ramat Hanadiv.
These populations enter the area from different locations where each population is associated with
only one of the sampled entrances.

2. Each of these three populations presents a distinct spatial pattern which relates to its members’
characteristics — visitors entering at Hashita St. present high levels of familiarity and thus feel
comfortable travelling along car roads, rather than marked paths; visitors sampled at the main
entrance tend to visit the primary attractions and walk along the paths connecting them; visitors
entering at the Ort Binyamina entrance are very static and tend stay around Ein Tzur.

3. Analyzing the activity of visitors at the main entrance, the effects of visit frequency, education
level and composition of the visiting group are evident. The first two variables can be linked to the
levels of prior knowledge on Ramat Hanadiv and act to disperse the activity, while the third
element, and specifically the presence of children within the group, acts to concentrate activities.



4. Different groups use the same spaces differently — the paths and car roads starting near The
Memorial Gardens and leading to Horvat ‘Agav and back present different functionalities, as they
are used as a mean to directly access Horvat "Agav, as a hiking trail, and as passageway towards
more remote areas of the nature park.

5. The participants visiting the area at very high frequencies develop preferences for specific
places. These preferences give rise to unique spatial patterns.

6. The most packed hours are 10:00am-12:00pm, when most of the visitors arrive and carry their
entire visit.

7. The visitors spend most of their time in areas directly connected to the point from which they
have entered. The extent to which the activity disperses from these areas or concentrates within
them is related to the areas’ level of accessibility to comfortable movement paths and to site and
attractions. The first kind of accessibility encourages activity to disperse while the second anchors
the activity around these points of interest.

8. Most of the activity within the Memorial Gardens is carried over trails at the perimeter of the
gardens, where visitors heading west at the beginning of their visit are more likely to walk the
entire perimeter loop then those turning eastwards. The tomb area acts as only a secondary cluster
of activity in the Gardens.

9. The relations between activity in the Gardens and in the Nature Park vary with entrance point
and the areas chosen to be visited in the nature park. At some instances the relations are
substitutional (visiting one area decreases the extent of activity in the other) and at other they are
complementary.

10. The general satisfaction levels and satisfaction with the level of facilities and services are very
high. The visitors note that visual and sensual effects were the ones most contributing to their visit,
but also stress the importance of level of service. A relation between the two is noticed. Also, there
are indications for correlations between spatial patterns and the general level of satisfaction, where
highly satisfied visitors tend to present longer visits which cover more of the nature park but also
focus on the Memorial Gardens and the western section of the Park.

11. The attempt to measure the momentary experience using the SesnoMeter tool enjoyed only a
very limited level of success due to technical difficulties. This has limited the extent to which
conclusions can be drawn, yet even so some indications regarding effects on momentary
satisfaction levels are noted.

F. Conclusions

1. Managing human activity within Ramat Hanadiv must entail special care to the existence of
distinct populations which exhibit different, geographically-anchored, usage patterns, and in
accordance - varying needs.



2. Although the main factors affecting the visit are part of the participants’ characteristics, it is
possible to use these effects to direct and manage behavior, utilizing spatial design, such as
shading, improving accessibility to paths, or adding signage.

3. The information collected promotes the production of overload assessments and allows
predicting the locations of visitors in relation to the time passed since entering the area.

4. 1t is probable that adding signage to the Memorial Gardens would assist in dispersing activity
and drawing a greater share of it to the Baron’s Tomb.

5. The sampling of visitors” momentary experiences using the SensoMeter tool requires more
preparation in order to present a meaningful contribution. This must include presenting
technological solutions to the difficulties which were encountered.
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